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Ellison Earns Fulbright
Scholar Award
Dr. Mahan Ellison, Associate
Professor of World Languages,
has been awarded a Fulbright
joint teaching/research
award that will allow him to
work in both Morocco and
Spain during his upcoming
sabbatical. As students and
alumni who have experienced
Ellison's classroom know,
he works hard to build
communities of diversity and
inclusivity and encourages
mutual understanding across
differing perspectives. This
pedagogy will help him
work with students at both the Ibn
Zohr University in Morocco and at the
Autonomous University of Madrid as
students navigate colonial discourse/
anti-discourse in his literature courses.
While teaching in both Spain and

MESSAGE FROM THE DIVISION HEAD

Morocco, Ellison will also engage his
research on contemporary African
authors writing in Spanish, the
Spanish colonial wars in Africa and
representations of Africa and Africans in
contemporary Spanish literature.

Faculty Promotions and Appointments
• Dr. Robert Andersen, Professor of Global Studies, was named the inaugural
holder of the College's newest endowed chair: the James 0. and Sylvia Kline
Bowman Chair in Creative Peacebuilding.
• Dr. Bobbi Gentry earned tenure and was promoted to Associate Professor of
Political Science in the spring of 2020.
• Dr. Chris James earned tenure and was promoted to Associate Professor of
World Languages and Cultures in the spring of 2020. He was also recently
appointed Chair of the Department of World Languages and Cultures.
• Dr. Yuka Kishida earned tenure and was promoted to Associate Professor of
History in the spring of 2020.
• Prof. Ernest "Skip" Burzumato was promoted to Senior Instructor of Sociology
in the spring of 2020.

Dear Alumni:
I love seeing the Forrer Learning Com
mons at night and in the early morning.
I know I am lucky. I only live a half-block
from the College, and my regular walks
with my dog allow me to see the way the
lights and glass fa<;:ade of the Learning
Commons have dramatically changed the
focal point of our campus community.
The building symbolizes in a powerful
way what we do on a daily basis at BC.
We connect with ideas, we connect with
one another, and we actively engage in a
vibrant learning community.
As the campus faces the disruptions of
COVID-19, the spirit of connection and
collaboration defines the way the faculty
in our division have risen to the challenge
of teaching and learning-whether we
meet our students masked and appropri
ately distanced or remotely. As we face
these new challenges, we have had to
rethink our pedagogies and how stu
dents engage with one another. Even
amidst these changes, it remains the case
that a faculty member's creativity in the
classroom is often born directly from their
scholarship. In this issue of the division
newsletter, I am delighted to share the
scholarly achievements of both students
and professors.
Betsy
Dr. Harriett Hayes
hhayes@bridgewater.edu
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JOSEFSON RECOGNIZED
FOR EXCELLENCE IN SCHOLARSHIP
Dr. James "Jim" Josefson has received
the 2020 Faculty Scholarship Award from
Bridgewater College. Originally sched
uled to be part of the annual Founder's
Day celebration in the spring, the award
was instead given out during the Open
ing Convocation, which was broadcast
online to the BC community on Aug. 24.
As a political science student at Carroll
College (now Carroll University) in Wauke
sha, Wis., Josefson became interested in
how ideas affect policy and how politics
shape ideas. Josefson earned an M.A. in
1993 and a Ph.D. in 1997, both in political science, from Syracuse University's
Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public
Affairs. He began his teaching career as
an Assistant Professor of Political Science
at Hartwick College in Oneonta, N.Y., from
1997-98, and then became an Assistant
Professor of Political Science at Syracuse
University from 1998-00. In August 2000,
he joined the faculty at Bridgewater
College and was promoted to Associate
Professor of Political Science in 2006 and
to full Professor in 2019. Josefson teaches
courses on political philosophy, constitu-

students, Steven Ochocki '13.
During the summer of 2011, Josefson
started rewriting Plato's Myth of the Cave
and gave the pages he had been work
ing on-a short story accompanied by an
explanation and footnotes-to Ochocki to
read. Ochocki liked the easy-to-under
stand style of writing and encouraged
Josefson to develop it into a book.
As a result, Josefson published his first
book in May 2019. Political Philosophy in

the Moment: Narratives of Freedom from
Plato to Arendt offers 11 short stories that

tional law, contemporary political theory,
and women and politics.
"My basic approach to teaching or em
powering students is to involve them in
unpacking the meaning of texts," Josefson
said. "I insist that students can read texts
for themselves and explain in their own
words what they say." In fact, Josefson's
foray into the publishing world was in
spired by an exchange of ideas with one
of his Introduction to Political Philosophy

take the reader on a creative journey
through historical political philosophy
to Hannah Arendt's turn toward "the
moment." He immediately followed
it with his second book, Hannah Ar

endt's Aesthetic Politics: Freedom and
the Beautiful, in August 2019. This book

explores the conception of "the mo
ment" by linking Arendt's ideas and the
aesthetic dimension of philosophy to Im
manuel Kant's conceptions of judgment.
Josefson now uses Political Philosophy in
the Moment in his Introduction to Politi
cal Philosophy class.

Using Reflective Structured Dialogue to
Teach Civil Discourse in Bosnia

With the generous support of the Kline-Bowman Creative
Peacebuilding Institute, Dr. Harriett "Betsy" E. Hayes, Associate
Professor of Sociology and Division Head of Humanities and
Social Sciences, returned to Sarajevo, Bosnia-Herzegovina, in
February to co-lead a two-day workshop on using reflective
structured dialogue in the classroom to foster civil discourse.
Kevin Minister, Associate Professor of Religion at Shenandoah University and John Sarrouf, Executive Director of Essential
Partners in Boston, were also part of the facilitation team. On the
afternoon of the first day, participants divided into three groups
to experience a reflective structured dialogue facilitated by the
workshop leaders. Based on a powerful interaction between
two participants from different religious and ethnic backgrounds
in one of these dialogues, multiple participants professed that
prejudice was broken down.
Bridgewater College has been using reflective structured
dialogue in many first-year seminars to foster civil discourse
and assist students in navigating difficult conversations in these

polarized times. The opportunity to conduct the workshop at the
University of Sarajevo was a direct result of the Barzinji Project,
which was highlighted in the spring 2019 division newsletter.

Pictured from left: Kevin Minister, Shenandoah University; John
Sarrouf, Essential Partners; and Harriett E. Hayes, Bridgewater
College.
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LONGENECKER RECEIVES
AWARD FOR JOURNAL ARTICLE

Dr. Steve Longenecker, Edwin L. Turner Distinguished Professor of History, has won the Nelson R. Burr Prize for his article,
"Randolph H. Mc Kim: Lost Cause Conservative, Episcopal Liberal," published in 2018. The award, given by the Historical
Society of the Episcopal Church, recognizes both excellence and innovative scholarship in the last published volume of the
society's quarterly journal, Anglican and Episcopal History. Longenecker's article is part of his current book project on the
faith and politics of former Confederate chaplains during Reconstruction.

Bridgewater
Welcomes
Visiting
International
Scholar

The Division of Humanities and Social
Sciences is pleased to welcome Prof.
Celeste Cabral to Bridgewater Col
lege. During the 2020-2021 academic
year, Cabral will be living and working
on campus as a visiting international
scholar. She will be teaching multiple
sections of introductory Spanish, while
also participating in cross-cultural ex
changes. Cabral comes to Bridgewater
with more than 10 years of experience
teaching Spanish Language and Lit
erature. She earned her "Profesora en
Letras" at the National University of La
Plata, Argentina, where she is currently
pursuing a graduate degree in second
language acquisition. In addition to
her years as a teacher, she has more
than 10 years of experience working
in community engagement projects
at the National University of La Plata.
Her scholarship is focused on history,
memory and femicide in the Argentine
narrative. Most recently, Cabral was an
International Fellow at the College of
William and Mary.

2020 COLLEGE
AWARD WINNERS
HISTORY AND POLITICAL SCIENCE

Daniel W. Bly-Lamar B. Neal History and Political Science Outstanding Senior Award

Luke Morgan, Anh Nguyen, Jacob Talley
Dr. David K. "Doc" McQuilkin Endowed Scholarship

Erin Fitzpatrick, McKenzie Melvin, Hannah Weisenburger

John W. Wayland Scholarship in Public History

Decklan Wilkerson

Michael Robert ("M.R.") Zigler Service Award

Benjamin McCrickard

PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION
Ruth and Steve Watson Philosophy Scholarship Award

Rachel Petterson

Philosophy Award

Noah Robertson
Religion Award

Sophie Hargrave, Cristian Sanchez
SOCIOLOGY
C. Wright Mills Award

Danielle Brooks

Zygmunt Bauman Scholar Award

Victoria Callahan

WORLD LAN GUAGES AND CULTURES
Raymond N. Andes Award

Sydney Cook, Virginia Nordeng, Spanish
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